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WORLD COURT 


DEVELOPMENTS 


EPRESENTATIVE Hamilton Fish, 

Jr., of New York, a Republican and 
a veteran of the World War, has given a 
new indication of the widespread popular 
support for our Government’s entrance 
into the World Court. Charging that until 
now the United States had broken faith 
with her dead by refusing to carry out the 
pledge to try to help stop wars, Mr. Fish 
introduced into the House, January 2, a 
very strong resolution which concluded: 

Resolved, (by the House of Representatives 
the Senate concurring), That it is the sense of 
the Congress of the United States that the pro- 
posal that the United States adhere to the pro- 
tocol establishing a Permanent International 
Court of Justice at The Hague, with certain 
reservations, recommended by President —_—— 
and by President Coolidge, is in harmony wit 
the traditional policy of our country, which is 
against aggressive war and for the maintenance 
of permanent and honorable peace; and that said 
proposal deserves to receive and ought to be 
given prompt and sympathetic consideration as 
a forward step toward outlawing war through 
peaceful settlement of justiciable questions. 

A few days later, Senator Willis, a 
strong Republican Administration sup- 
porter, introduced a resolution proposing 
the United States’ adherence to the Per- 
manent Court on essentially the same basis 
as that suggested earlier by President 
Harding and Secretary Hughes, with the 
additional provision that this Government 
shall not be bound without its consent by 
advisory opinions of the Court. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee is this week considering the various 
resolutions pending before it in reference 
to the Court. (January 12, the Court met 
at The Hague for its seventh session.) In 
Washington and throughout the country 
more than twenty national organizations 
are intensifying and coordinating their 
efforts to secure prompt action by the 
Senate. The Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the F. P. A. is acting as 
Chairman of the small committee which is 


endeavoring to prevent overlapping in the 
various organizations’ activities. Mem- 
bers of the F. P. A. can materially further 
the cause of the World Court by writing 
directly to the President and to Senator 
Borah and the members of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee. Commendation of Mr. 
Fish and Senator Willis would also be 
helpful. 


Secretary Hughes’ Resignation 

HE apparently sudden decision of 

Secretary Hughes to resign on March 
4, 1925, has naturally evoked animated 
questionings as to his movive. Until last 
Saturday’s announcement it was generally 
understood that he intended to resign 
about March 4, 1926, primarily because of 
financial considerations. The mystery lies 
in the unexpectedness of his earlier leav- 
ing. Probably the most important factor 
in this decision is Senator Borah. The 
wide differences of opinion between the 
Secretary of State and the Chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee on such 
questions as the recognition of Russia and 
the Permanent Court of International 
Justice are well known. Perhaps even 
more significant are the less widely under- 
stood differences of temperament and 
basic points of view between the two men. 
These factors may easily have seemed to 
Mr. Hughes too crushing a disadvantage 
to be worth while struggling against. This 
is all the more likely when one remembers 
Secretary of State Hay’s pronunciamento 
about the difficulty of working with the 
Senate even when personal relations be- 
tween the State Department and the Com- 
mittee on Foreign relations are not lack- 
ing in cordiality: 

A treaty entering the Senate is like a bull 

going into the arena; no one can say just 
how or when the final blow will fall—but 


one thing is certain—it will never leave the 
arena alive. 


The designation of Ambassador Kellogg 


as Secretary Hughes’ successor is, to put 
it mildly, surprising, particularly in view 
of the Ambassador’s none too vigorous 
health. 


In reference to President Coolidge’s 
nomination of Ambassador Warren as At- 
torney General, it should perhaps be noted 
that the present good relations between 
Mexico and our Government are due 
largely to the efforts of Mr. Warren. In 
Tokyo also he had an excellent record as 
Amba:‘sador. It would not be surprising 
if he were later made Secretary of State. 


. 
No Gun Elevation 


Nproweng mnie COOLIDGE and Secre- 
tary Hughes, acting together with de- 
cisiveness, have, temporarily at least, end- 
ed the agitation in Congress for an ap- 
propriation for the modernization of 
merican battleships and the elevation of 
their gun The Administration argues 
that though such action would not be vio- 
Intive of the terms of the Washington Con- 
ference, the United States prefers not to 
take action which might tend towards the 
intensification of naval rivalry. 


Thus the President and Secretary of 
State, by taking firm action against the 
naval alarmists and, a few weeks ago, 
azainst the anti-Japanese jingoes, have 
contributed substantially towards the 
quieting of international differences which 
contained in themselves the seeds of fric- 
tion between our Government and Japan 
and Great Britain. J.G. McD. 


The London Accord 


HE London Conference has promptly 

and happily settled all of the issues 
growing out of the American claims. The 
basis of agreement, already acceded to by 
Washington, may, according to Associated 
Press dispatches, be summarized as fol- 
lows: 

1. Reimbursement of approximately $240,- 
000,000 for the United States Rhineland 
Army costs is to be met (a) through the 
immediate release of $15,000,000 now in 
the Federal Reserve Bank, deposited by the 
Allies under the Wadsworth Agreement.* (b) 
The payment of 55,000,000 gold marks yearly 
under the Dawes Plan. These payments are 
to begin September 1, 1926, or after the Bel- 
gian priority payments have been completed. 
They are to have a prior claim on the Dawes’ 
receipts second only to the carrying charges 
on the recent German foreign loan of $200,- 
000,000. If the Dawes Plan functions as is 
anticipated, it is estimated our army occupa- 
tion costs will have been paid by 1943 or 
1944. 

2. The private claims of American citi- 
zens against Germany, it is agreed, shall not 
execed $350,000,000. In payment of this 
amount the United States will share in the 
Dawes’ annuities at the rate of 24%, the 
total payments for any single year not to 
exceed 45,000,000 gold marks. These are to 
be retroactive as from September 1, 1924. 
Interest charges are expected to increase 
the total obligation to 1,500,000,000 gold 
marks. Norma] payments expected from the 
Dawes Plan would wipe out this obligation 


*News Bulletin, Vol. IV, No. 9, Jan. 9, 1925 


Fuye Two — 


in about thirty years, though some estimates 

put the time at twenty-five years. 

Agreement also appears to have been 
reached on the other two points on the 
program: 

1. Division of the Ruhr receipts among 
the Allies, though the exact terms of distribu- 
tion have not been made clear in the dis- 
patches. 

2. The general basis of the division of the 
Dawes’ receipts apparently is to remain the 
same as that of the 1920 Spa agreement, 
with, of course, those minor deductions, due 
to the United States’ share. 


Russian Developments 


OMMUNISM has taken an important 

step towards decentralization of gov- 
ernmental authority in Russia. As a re- 
sult of an agreement between the Soviet 
officials and the representatives of the 
peasants, reached on January 8, Commu- 
nists will no longer be nominated from 
Moscow to village offices. Hence the 
peasantry will have an opportunity to 
name their own nominees. No election, 
however, is to be valid unless 30% of the 
population participate in it. 

Jean Herbette, the first French Am- 
bassador to Soviet Russ‘a, arrived in Mos- 
cow January 11. In an interview with 
the press he emphasized the importance 
of Russia’s settling her foreign obliga- 
tions particularly those owed the French 
small investors, as a means of gaining “‘the 
sympathies of these poor people towards 
the Soviet Union.” The Russian corres- 
pondents countered by inquiring whether 
France was meeting her debts to the 
United States. 


The German Impasse 


HE expectations last week that Chan- 
cellor Marx would be able to organize 
a non-partisan Cabinet have not keen real- 


ized. Now Finance Minister Luther is 
undertaking this same ungrateful task. 
Unless the different part’es agree to the 
Luther program, Pres'dent Ebert has an- 
nounced that he will exercise the powers 
of virtual dictatorship which the Consti- 
tution authorizes him to utilize under cir- 
cumstances such as the present. This 
threat is sa‘d to be having effect. 

In the meantime, the negotiations be- 
tween France and Germany for commer- 
cial agreement have made little or no 
progress. The Versailles Treaty trade 
restrictions on Germany expired on Jan- 
uary 10 and thus automatically brought 
into effect the new German tariff. Unless, 
therefore, Paris and Berlin can reach some 
new basis of agreement, there is more than 
an even chance that the two countries will 
engage in a fruitless tariff war. 


The Pittsburgh address of Lord Thom- 
son, who is touring the country under the 
auspices of the F. P. A., will be broadcast 
from the Fort Pitt Hotel by Station 
KDKA, January 19, at 12:35. The meet- 
ing will be a luncheon of the Hungry Club. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. <@Spew 
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